
Online Giving  

This is just a reminder that we offer electronic 

giving  using your checking  account, debit, or 

credit card on our website. You can even use your 

smartphone by scanning the "QR Code" right here!   

Welcome! 
No matter who you are or where on life’s journey, 

you are welcome here and we are glad you have chosen                 

to worship with us this morning! 
 

If this is your first time visiting with us, we would love to share a  little 

bit more about who we are with you. Please fill out as much infor-

mation as you are comfortable providing on the  

enclosed Welcome Card and place it in the offering box located on 

the table in the Narthex.   
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Thank You! 

Following Jesus, we answer God's call to practice 

faith, mercy, and justice in community.  
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Sacred Knowing 

December 18, 2022 

MUSIC FOR GATHERING 

WELCOME   

reflecting the sacred 
The shiny additions to our Advent and Christmas visuals remind 

us that we are called to reflect the sacred each and every day. 

“Incarnation” is a word that means that God’s presence came to 

dwell among all people, and we believe this happened in a special 

way in the birth of Jesus. All creation has always been imbued 

with the Creator’s brilliance. This season, we will remember the 

call to shine with this holy light.                                                       

CROSSING THE THRESHOLD 

PRAYER 

OPENING HYMN OF PEACE     “It Came Upon The Midnight Clear” 

 

refracting the sacred 
As light passes through a medium, it can be redirected in ways 

that make its brilliance more visible, as in a prism. As we 

encounter the message today, we see the world and our own 

lives and loved ones in a different light, one that invites us to 

know more deeply the sacred nature of all things. 

HEBREW SCRIPTURE READING       Isaiah 7:10-16 

THE WORD IN MUSIC “Sacred Silence” 

GOSPEL READING  Matthew 1:18-25 



“Let There Be Peace on Earth” 

“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” SERMON  “Sacred Knowing” 

 

 

 

 

refilling the sacred 
We are wells of the sacred. God’s presence is poured into 

creation in a never-ending flow of love. We enter a time of 

prayer that invites us to be refilled in ways that can help us pour 

out our love throughout the week. All we must do in this 

moment is open our hearts to the Holy One. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER  

OFFERING/OFFERTORY 

DOXOLOGY 

 

 

reframing the sacred 
We too often think that something “sacred” is far away and not 

available to us. This Advent season, we are “reframing” the way 

we recognize the sacred reflected all around and through us. As 

we prepare to move into the world, we begin to reframe our 

view of the world and our circumstances, illuminating new ways 

of being the Christ (Anointed One) tangibly present. 

ANOINTED TO SACRED KNOWING 

CLOSING HYMN “Let There Be Peace on Earth” 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 



Reflecting the Sacred 

The Christmas season is a time when the juxtaposition of the 

sacred and secular feels sometimes blatantly opposed, and 

sometimes quite blurred. The word “sacred” points to 

something dedicated as “holy” and “set apart.” This year, you 

are invited to a spiritual journey of seeing ALL things pregnant 

with the Holy. What could our experience of the Advent and 

Christmas season be like if we lived it imagining that everything 

is reflecting the sacred? Join us for the Sundays of Advent as we 

engage the sacredness of all of life in word, music, and practice. 

Christmas Eve Service 

You are invited to join us for our Christmas Eve service at 7:00 

PM as we continue to “reflect the sacred” in worship together. 

If you do not drive at night and need a ride, please let us know 

so we can make arrangements. 

Ornaments for the Christmas Tree 

Do you have a Christmas ornament you would like to share 

with us during Advent? Bring a favorite to place on our tree in 

the narthex. 

Our Prayer List 

Dan Hecker, Mark Stanford, Barbara Forsyth, Harvey Littlefield, 

Gary Sitler, Terry Ralston, Pat Gregg, Victor Stanley,  

Bob and Gail Howell, Brigitte Ermansons, The Zook Family, 

Barbara Derryberry, The Family of Bob Davis,  

The Gonzalez Family, The Spangler Family for the loss of 

Benjamin, The Stone Family, Bob Lily 

Christmas Offering 

Once again our Christmas offering will go to benefit an 

organization outside of our church. This year we will be blessing 

the young adults served by Vita Nova. Vita Nova provides 

housing for young adults 18-25 who have aged out of the foster 

care system or who are experiencing homelessness. They also 

prepare them with life skill education including financial literacy, 

social/emotional health, vocational training, educational planning 

and health & wellness. Their curriculum is hands-on, and uses 

real life circumstances. In this way we outline the need for skills 

related to banking and budgeting, interviewing skills, parenting 

skills, time management, organizational skills, educational 

support, employment training and information on community 

resources. Our Christmas offering will go through Sunday, 

January 1st.  


